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Drought Indices from RI Water 2030
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Drought Recovery Phases



1/8/2025 8:23 PM www.weather.gov/box

Boston/Norton MA
WEATHER FORECAST OFFICE

December 2024 Rainfall and Departure
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Oct-Dec and Jul-Dec Percent of Normal
Ranging slightly below to slightly above normal
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Rainfall Profiles Providence Climate Site

~15 inches above 

normal for the year

Fall Deficits

Precipitation since July 1st and 2024 Annual Precipitation

2.36” below 

normal since 

07/01
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Rainfall Profiles Kingston CO-OP (Southern Region)

~14 inches above 

normal for the year
Fall Deficits

Precipitation since July 1st and 2024 Annual Precipitation

0.25” above 

normal since 

07/01
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~15 inches above 

normal for the year

Fall Deficits

Precipitation since July 1st and 2024 Annual Precipitation

8” below normal 

since 07/01

Rainfall Profile Woonsocket CO-OP (Northeast Region)
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JUL 

Percent

AUG 

Percent

SEP 

Percent

OCT 

Percent

NOV 

Percent

DEC 

Percent

3 Month 

Percent 

(OCT-

DEC)

Northwest
107 84 41 12 63 114 64

Northeast
78 95 46 13 66 127 69

Central 

West 169 91 36 24 77 181 97
Central 

East 129 108 47 19 59 138 73
Eastern 122 95 75 22 59 128 70

Southern 147 131 45 22 76 143 82
New 

Shoreham 114 104 18 18 48 93 53
RI 

Average
124 101 44 19 65 132 73

• Need 3 consecutive 

months of near normal 

precipitation to come 

out of drought

• Nearly all regions above 

65% threshold for the 3 

month average due to 

December precipitation

• Three of the seven 

regions are at or above 

normal (65%) for two 

consecutive months. 

Four have only one 

consecutive month 

(December) above 

normal.

Rainfall Percent by Region Last 6 Months
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2 Months
Nov-Dec

3 Months
Oct-Dec

6 Months
July – Dec

12 Months
Jan-Dec

Northwest
90 64 69 98

Northeast
99 69 70 100

Central 
West 133 97 95 144

Central 
East 101 73 81 116

Eastern 95 70 82 108
Southern 112 82 92 117

New 
Shoreham 73 53 63 88
RI Average

100 73 79 110

Rainfall Percent: Last 2,3, 6,12 Months

• Dry conditions in October 

reflected in the 3-month average

• Northwest region barely meeting 

Watch Criteria (3 month cum. 

<65 or 6 month cum. <70)

• New Shoreham meeting Warning 

Criteria (3 and 6 month cum. < 

65)

• All regions normal on average for 

the two-month cum., but four of 

seven regions do not meet the 

threshold of two consecutive 

months

Drought Phase

Normal

Advisory

Watch

Warning

Emergency
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Palmer Drought Severity Index

• PDSI for RI: -0.9 to 2.9

• Near to Above Normal

Valid through Week ending December 28th
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7 Day Rain Forecast

Details
• Up to 0.25 inches of new precip 

possibly by next Wednesday

Valid 7AM Wed 01/08 – 7AM Wed 01/15 
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January Precipitation to Date
01/01-01/08

• Running 0.5 to 1.5 
inches below 
normal
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CPC 8-14 Day Outlook
January 13- January 19, 2025
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CPC 3-4 Week Outlook
January 18- January 31, 2025
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CPC Outlook for Jan/Feb/Mar
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